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465); [Auszüge] 

The world has just passed through an agony of pain compared to which the French Revolution was 

a mere incident. The shock has been so great that it has killed the last spark of hope in the breasts 

of million of men. They were chanting a hymn of progress, and four years of slaughter followed 

their prayers for peace. “Is it worth while,” so they ask, “to work and slave for the benefit of crea-

tures who have not yet passed beyond the stage of the earliest cave men?” 

There is but one answer. 

That answer is “Yes!” 

The World War was a terrible calamity. But it did not mean the end of things. On the contrary 

it brought about the coming of a new day.  

It is easy to write a history of Greece and Rome or the Middle Ages. The actors who played 

their parts upon that long-forgotten stage are all dead. We can criticize them with a cool head. The 

audience that applauded their efforts has dispersed. Our remarks cannot possibly hurt their feelings.  

But it is very difficult to give a true account of contemporary events. The problems that fill the 

minds of the people with whom we pass through life, are our own problems, and they hurt us too 

much or they please us too well to be described with that fairness which is necessary when we are 

writing history and not blowing the trumpet of propaganda. [...] 

Often before I have warned you against the false impression which is created by the use of our 

so-called historical epochs which divide the story of man into four parts, the ancient world, the 

Middle Ages, the Renaissance and the Reformation, and Modern Time. The last of these terms is 

the most dangerous. The word “modern” implies that we, the people of the twentieth century, are 

at the top of human achievement. [...] 

We modern men and women are not “modern” at all. On the contrary we still belong to the 

last generation of the cave-dwellers. The foundation for a new era was laid but yesterday. The hu-

man race was given its first chance to become truly civilised when it took courage to question all 

things and made “knowledge and understanding” the foundation upon which to create a more rea-

sonable and sensible society of human beings. The Great War was the “growing-pain” of this new 

world. [...] 

The historian [...] will understand the real nature of the underlying causes and he will know that 

personal ambitions and personal wickedness and personal greed had very little to do with the final 

outburst. The original mistake, which was responsible for all this misery, was committed when our 

scientists began to create a new world of steel and iron and chemistry and electricity and forgot that 

the human mind is slower than the proverbial turtle, is lazier than the well-known sloth, and 

marches from one hundred to three hundred years behind the small group of courageous leaders. 

A Zulu in a frock coat is still a Zulu. A dog trained to ride a bicycle and smoke a pipe is still a 

dog. And a human being with the mind of a sixteenth century tradesman driving the latest Rolls-

Royce is still a human being with the mind of a sixteenth century tradesman. [...] 

A thousand years from now, the historian will use the same words about Europe of the out-going 

nineteenth century, and he will see how men were engaged upon terrific nationalistic struggles while 

the laboratories all around them were filled with serious folk who cared not one whit for politics as 

long as they could force nature to surrender a few more of her million secrets. [...] 

To keep the ever increasing number of factories going, the owners, who had also become the 

rulers of the land, needed raw materials and coal. Especially coal. Meanwhile the mass of the people 

were still thinking in terms of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and clinging to the old no-

tions of the state as a dynastic or political organisation. This clumsy mediæval institution was then 
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suddenly called upon to handle the highly modern problems of a mechanical and industrial world. 

It did its best, according to the rules of the game which had been laid down centuries before. [...] 

The Ship of State [...] of the Egyptians and the Greeks and the Romans and the Venetians and 

the merchant adventurers of the seventeenth century had been a sturdy craft, constructed of well-

seasoned wood, and commanded by officers who understood the limitations of the art of navi-

gating which had been handed down to them by their ancestors.  

Then came the new age of iron and steel and machinery. First one part, then another of the old 

ship of state was changed. Her dimensions were increased. The sails were discarded for steam. [...] 

Finally, and most imperceptibly, the old wooden square-rigger had been transformed into a modern 

ocean liner. But the captain and the mates remained the same. They were appointed or elected in 

the same way as a hundred years before. They were taught the same system of navigation which had 

served the mariners of the fifteenth century. In their cabins hung the same charts and signal flags 

which had done great service in the days of Louis XIV and Frederick the Great. In short, they were 

(through no fault of their own) completely incompetent. [...] 

And the moral of the story is a simple one. The world is in dreadful need of men who will as-

sume the new leadership – who will have the courage of their own visions and who will recognise 

clearly that we are only at the beginning of the voyage, and have to learn an entirely new system of 

seamanship. 

They will have to serve for many years as mere apprentices. They will have to fight their way to 

the top against every possible form of opposition. When they reach the bridge, mutiny of an envi-

ous crew may cause their death. But some day, a man will arise who will bring the vessel safely to 

port, and he shall be the hero of the ages. 
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